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The National Council for United States-ChinaTrads

1050 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 Cables: USCHINTRAD  Telephone (202} 337-02¢

659-76¢
_ June 24, 1976
President
The Honorable George Bush
" Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505
Dear Geoxrge: STATINTL

T am reallv indebted to vou for letting us have

/ - [ As you may know, Phil
Habib at State had been scheduled to talk but at the
last minute had been asked by Kissinger not to leave
Washington.

STATINTL

did a really outstanding job and made an
excellent impression on the more than 200 businessmen
who were present. I am afraid some of the local press
tried to give him a hard time because at the last
minute we had to announce that [ ] speech would have

STATINTL to be off-the-record in accordance with his request.
The press had originally expected to cover Habib's
speech on an on-the-record basis so they were naturally
a bit put out by the last minute change. However, [
think we managed to pacify most of them. As far as I
know, no damage was done.

Former Mayor Louie Welch who opened our confercnce
sent his best wishes to you., He and several of your
Houston friends thought it was time you returned to
Houston. I said the timing of your return could con-
ceivably be influenced by the decision of a well-known
peanut farmer.

Best to you and Barbara.
Sincerely,

‘\\'\ \\/\:‘:\

Christopher H. Phillips
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Glicerely,

-z )
STATINTL
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